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and at night laid down in it to rest. He hfenof;
been fisicep for more than two hours, whon lie was fiwalcenod^. a
creaking on the stairs. It was the woman coming1 up. Bo he opclfwd
tho door to let her enter. No sooner had he opened the door then a
little flame came floating along in the air nntil it settled upon his
forehead, but he did not feel the heat of the flame, nor did it
leave any mark behind. In a minute or two he returned to the
room, but not seeing the woman who talked with him (for she had
been turned into the little flame) he laid clown again upon Ids bed
and slept.

On rising in the morning he heard that the king had ordered his
troops to march to a distant country against another king who had
unlawfully seized some certain lands and villages ; and the king
paid the soldiers their wages beforehand in gold moliurs. The
soldiers, however, did not like this arrangement, they were afraid
that they would lose them either through thieves, or in some other
manner ; and so they returned them to the king with the request
that lie would send them to the late rich merchant's sons and get
them exchanged for paper money, which they might cash at the
merchants in the country whither they were going. The king-
complied with, their request and sent the gold moliurs to the late
merchant's sons, but they replied that they were not able to fulfil
the king's wishes, as they had 110 transactions with the merchants
of that country ; and, moreover, they were not known by them, and
so their letters would not he respected.

In the midst of this difficulty the eldest son of the late merchant
came to the king, and said that he would arrange for the payment of
tho troops if his Majesty would trust him. The king said, " Yes,
you a.re a good man ; I will send you the money."

When the eldest son got the money he put it into a big earthen
vessel, and in the midst of the gold he put a letter for one of the
merchants of that country whither the soldiers were going, asking
him please to distribute the money amongst them according to the
orders of the king. He then closed up the mouth of the vessel with
a piece of ordinary oil-skin, and gave it to one of the soldiers, telling
him to give it to a certain merchant on arrival at the journey's end ;
"I should bo so thankful," he said, "if you would please take this
yar of pickles. My friend will be so glad to get them." The soldier
readily promised to take the greatest care of the jar, indeed many
offered to take it, so grateful were they one and all for this man's
convenient arrangement concerning the money. On arriving in that
country the pot was handed over to tho merchant named, who at
once opened it and read the letter. The next. clay the. gold mohurs
were paid to the troops., who were astonished at the shrewdness of
the late merchant's eldest son. Beadily they each one set apart
some of the money as a present for their benefactor, while the king
made him his private secretary and banker. Eventually lie became
as wealthy and as great as his late father; and in the time of his
greatness lie did not forget tho sick and the poor.